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29th S.S. Co.
APO #93
Los Angeles 52, Cal.
23 September 43
Hello folks
How goes your half of the world? My half is o.k. I’m now stationed at the desert training center at Camp Clipper, California. It’s quite warm here during the day
– only about 130°. Here’s a good example of this heat! One day my commanding officer bought a thermometer which registered the usual 120° about 3 o’clock in
the afternoon. I went to check the temperature and found the thermometer broken. Temperatures here have been recorded as high as 157°. Early in the morning
it is so cold that I shiver under two blankets.
I have escaped the heat twice by spending 2 weekends in Los Angeles – about 200 miles from camp. I was there this past weekend. I really had a wonderful
time. Saturday nite I went out in Hollywood to a C.B.S. Broadcast featuring Ronald Coleman, Lena Horne, Bing Crosby, Bob Hope, Jascha Heifetz, Rise Stevens,
Robert Benchley and many other of the Hollywood stars. I also went to the Hollywood Canteen where I was fed and autographed by many stars. I left the canteen
and went to the Hollywood nite club and sat at the same table with Lena Horne, At 1:30 am I went to see “So Proudly We Hail” – a very good picture. Sunday I
went horseback riding and down to see the pacific. Monday morning I saw Gary Cooper and Ingrid Bergman in “For Whom the Bell Tolls.” It was super
excellent. It will not be released at popular prices before 1945.
Los Angeles is really o.k. for me and the soldiers really can enjoy themselves there

Very inexpensively and at the same duck all this dust and heat.
While I was stations at Ft. Huachuca, I spent three week-ends in Mexico two in Nogales and one in Aqua Prieta. I saw two very exciting bull-fights and my Spanish
really came in handy. Incidentally, I am now teaching Spanish to a few of the fellows of my company.
How goes everything at Howard U? I really miss the campus and all the activities. I understand that all the graduating seniors who were called into the service were
given complimentary “Bisons.” However, I did not receive one. Will one of you please see that I get one, even if I have to pay for it? Thanx a lot. I would also like to
get the Howard Bulletins.
You know – the army is not nearly as bad as I had once pictured it, and I’m actually enjoying it. My work is very interesting and the experience has profited me
greatly. Realizing that conflict is international, and that every individual on the home and fighting fronts must play his part. I am sure that the day of retribution is
not too far off and all the united nations and perhaps the world will live in peace and tranquility and all men and nations shall better understand each other.
Please write me. You know mail means a lot to soldiers, so please let me answer the mail call.
With thoughts of Howard, I remain
Sincerely,
Rollin

5 June 1944
Hello Folks,
I am sure you are quite peeved with me for not having written to you in so long, but honestly, it has not been my intention to delay, but my work, my
training, and other activities have kept one so busy that I have too tired to do much writing. From January 3rd until May 5th, I was holding down 3 jobs. Our
table of organization calls for a clerk, clerk-typist, and a stenographer, and all that time I was fulfilling all three positions. Now we are up to full strength and
my duties are that of personnel clerk, and I’ve not kept quite so busy these days.
My company moved back to Fort Huachuca in March. The 92nd Division came back shortly thereafter. It’s just like Howard out here now. Many of the
former Howard fellows who were with the various ASTPs are now with the division. We often get together and talk about the good old days we spent at
Howard. Just talking about Howard is morale-building to us. I can hardly wait until I get my furlough, which I think will be sometime next month.
In April, my company made a movie with the Post Special Service Detachment. The movie was made by the same company that made “The Negro Soldier.” In
the movie my company sang with Lawrence Whisonant, who was one of the stars. Last week-end we went to Tuscan and gave a program and dance for the
Naval Aviation Cadet graduating class of the University of Arizona. We’ve made quite a name for ourselves out here in the West. We are now the only Negro
special service company with the U.S. The other two are overseas – one in England and one in the North Africa. Huachuca wants to keep us for the duration,
but I’m sure we’ll eventually cross the pond. Meanwhile, we are building morale of the soldiers here, especially the hospitalized patients. We furnish them some
kind of entertainment every day. We also give programs every Sunday at the Service Club.
How were Howard’s graduation exercises? I would have given anything to have been there – especially since I missed my own graduation. However, I do
realize that it was for a greater cause. I’m endeavoring not to get rusty while I’m in the army and I do much reading – mostly textbooks. I’m also teaching
Spanish to some of the fellows here. I am also a Venereal Disease Control Non-Com. I finished a 5-week course last month.
Since I’ve been in the Army I’ve definitely decided on my life’s work. I shall devote myself to Personal Psychology…I opine that there will be great
opportunities in this field after the war. I’m buying a bond a month so that I will be financially able to further my education.
I hope to see you soon. Meanwhile, please write, and send me some Howard Bulletins.
Sincerely,
Rollin

